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Fridge Battle Plays Out at Co-op

	
	


By Victoria A. Rocha | ECT Staff WriterPublished: January 12th, 2012
Just how much is that old refrigerator costing you? A Minnesota electric cooperative is figuring that out.



When it comes to saving energy, which is the fairest fridge of them all? (Photo By: Andrea Unger)

In February, 
Wright-Hennepin Cooperative Electric Association,
 Rockford, will conclude an experiment tracking the energy use of a 1970s-model refrigerator and a new Energy Star model.

Since the test began Sept. 27, the retro-fridge has used more than three times as much energy as the new appliance: 230 kilowatt-hours, or $23.46 in energy costs, compared to 77 kwh, or $7.85, as of Jan. 10.

“We preach conservation and energy efficiency all the time, and we tell our members that old appliances are inefficient,” said Lindsay Scherer, communications specialist at the co-op. “This is a real-life, tangible example they can use to see how much their older appliances could be costing them.”

The two refrigerators are standing side-by-side in a co-op warehouse, each hooked up to a meter. A
 link on the co-op’s website
 displays the results.

The co-op tested refrigerators because “people have a tendency to save their old fridges and put them in their garages,” Scherer said. “But they don’t realize how much energy they’re drawing.”

The experiment is the co-op’s latest effort to involve members in monitoring energy costs. Recently, it competed with another co-op in a “Littlest User” contest. It also recycles members’ old refrigerators, one of which is being used in this current test. The new fridge is on loan from a local Sears store.

The co-op hopes the results will motivate members to be more conscious about their energy use, Scherer said.
